
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. | 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/662,932 


09/15/2003 


Syed Mohammad Amir Husain 


5602-11600 


2035 



7590 02/20/2008 

Jeffrey C. Hood 

Meyertons, Hood, Kivlin, Kowert & Goetzel 
P.O. Box 398 
Austin, TX 78767 



EXAMINER 



ZHE, MENG YAO 



ART UNIT 



2195 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



02/20/2008 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/662,932 


Applicant(s) 

HUSAIN ET AL 


Examiner 

MENGYAO ZHE 


Art Unit 

2195 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-21 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7-10, 14-17, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lowry et al., Patent No. US 6,772,206, 8/3/2004 (hereafter Lowry) in 
view of Ferguson, Patent No. 5,815,793 (hereafter Ferguson). 

4. Lowry was cited in the last office action. 

5. As per claims 1 , 8, and 1 5, Lowry substantially teaches the invention as claimed 
including a method for performing a task using a plurality of applications in a networked 
computer environment (Col 1, lines 17-19, 28-34), the method comprising: 
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sending instructions for performing the task from a first computer system to a 
plurality of remote computer systems, and wherein the instructions for performing the 
task comprise a plurality of messages in a portable format, and wherein the portable 
format comprises a cross-platform format readable by the first computer system and the 
plurality of remote computer systems (Col 1, lines 34-42, 58-63; Col 3, lines 43-44; Col 
4, lines 7-12, 16-24); 

translating the instructions for performing the task from the portable format to an 
executable format at the one or more remote computer systems, thereby generating 
executable instructions for performing the plurality of subtasks (Col 1, lines 34-37; Col 4, 
lines 42-64; Col 9, lines 66-Col 10, line 4); 

executing the executable instructions to perform the subtasks comprising the 
task (Col 3, lines 39-46). 

Lowry teaches a task from a client system may be sent to any servers connected 
on the client network for processing (Fig 2; Column 3, lines 47-67). But Lowry does not 
specifically teach wherein the task comprises a plurality of subtasks, wherein the 
instruction for performing the task comprise instructions for performing a respective one 
of the subtasks by executing a respective one of the plurality of applications on a 
respective one of each of the plurality of remote computer systems. 

However, Ferguson teaches dividing a task into a plurality of subtasks and 
distributing these subtasks to various remote computer systems for processing (Column 
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10, lines 20-30) for the purpose of employing multiple computer nodes on a network to 
process a single task that has been partitioned. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Lowry where multiple computers on 
a network may process one another's tasks with partitioning the task into a plurality of 
subtasks and distributing these subtasks to all the computer nodes on the network for 
processing, as taught by Ferguson, because it allows multiple computers on a network 
to. process a single task that has been partitioned. 

6. As per claims 2, 9, and 16, Lowry teaches wherein the instructions are sent to 
the one or more remote computer systems (units 38, 40 of Fig 2) via a distributed 
computing infrastructure (unit 30 of Fig 2, Fig3, Col 3, lines 60-67). 

7. As per claims 3, 10, and 17, Lowry teaches wherein the instructions are 
translated from the portable format to the executable form by a distributed computing 
infrastructure (Col 4, lines 7-20, lines 42-44; Fig 4). 

8. As per claims 7, 14, and 21 , Lowry teaches wherein the portable format 
comprises XML (Column 9, lines 24-26; Column 9, line 66-Column 10, line 4). 
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9. Claims 4, 6, 1 1, 13, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lowry et al., Patent No. US 6,772,206, 8/3/2004 (hereafter Lowry) in 
view of in view of Ferguson, Patent No. 5,815,793 (hereafter Ferguson) further in view 
of Tso et al. Patent No. US 6,247,050, 6/12/2001 (hereafter Tso). 

10. Tso was cited in the last office action. 

11. As per claims 4,11, and 1 8, Lowry does not teach wherein the messages are 
sent from the first computer system to the one or more remote computer systems using 
Unicast peer-to-peer messaging. 

However, Tso teaches using unicast peer-to-peer for the purpose of transferring 
information (Column 9, lines 30-45). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to have modified the invention of Lowry with the messages are 
sent from the first computer system to the one or more remote computer systems using 
unicast peer-to-peer messaging, as taught by Tso, because it allows information to be 
transferred. 

12. As per claims 6, 13, and 20, Tso teaches wherein the messages are sent from 
the first computer system to the one or more remote computer systems using broadcast 
peer-to-peer messaging (Column 9, lines 27-43). 
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13. Claims 5, 12, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lowry et al., Patent No. US 6,772,206, 8/3/2004 (hereafter Lowry) in view of in 
view of Ferguson, Patent No. 5,815,793 (hereafter Ferguson) further in view of Chen et 
al., Patent No. 5,831,975, 1 1/3/1998 (hereafter Chen). 

14. Chen was cited in the last office action. 

15. As per claims 5, 12, and 19, Lowry does not specifically teach wherein the 
messages are sent from the first computer system to the one or more remote computer 
systems using multicast peer-to-peer messaging. 

However, Chen teaches using multicast peer-to-peer messaging for the purpose 
of communicating between computers (Abstract, lines 1-2, 10-12, and 14-17). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to have modified the invention of Lowry with the messages are 
sent from the first computer system to the one or more remote computer systems using 
multicast peer-to-peer messaging, as taught by Chen, because it allows for 
communication between computers. 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's argument filed on 1 1/14/2007 regarding claims 1-21 are moot in view 
of new grounds of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MENGYAO ZHE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6946. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday Through Friday, 7:30 - 5:00 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on 571-272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




